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July 24, 2012 
Windward Passage Hotel 
St. Thomas, USVI 
 
The public hearing was opened at 7:00 p.m.  Miguel A. Rolón and Diana Martino, Council staff 
members, and Carlos Farchette, CFMC Chairperson and Bill Arnold, from NMFS were in attendance.  
Mr. Arnold gave a presentation on the two proposed actions for establishing parrotfish size limits. 
 
The following comments were received: 
 

1. David Olsen – St. Thomas Fishermen’s Association, St. Thomas, USVI - Dr. Olsen 
presented a written statement (attached to this minutes). Dr. Olsen read the written statement 
which presented the position of the St. Thomas Fishermen’s Association. 
 

2. Roy Pembleton – Chief, USVI Division of Fish and Wildlife, DPNR – Mr. Pembleton said 
he agrees with a lot of what Dr. Olsen read in the letter, and he believes we will run into a lot of 
problems if we keep utilizing fisheries dependent data to kind of define what in actually is the 
age and growth of these fishes.  Don’t think there is a need to entertain anything dealing with 
size limits or bag limits, maybe on the recreational side, but not necessarily on the commercial 
side. 
 

3. Julian Magras – St. Thomas Fishermen’s Association, St. Thomas, USVI - Mr. Magras said 
that the letter written by Dr. David Olsen during his deposition represent the position, as Dr. 
Olsen stated, of the St. Thomas Fishermen’s Association.  He added that during the past 20 
years the fishermen of St. Thomas has maintained a steady average of about 40 to 50 pounds of 
parrot fish on an annual basis.  Therefore, he believes that the fishery is very healthy.  There is 
a need to conduct studies to see what has happened with the species and areas that have been 
protected, and before putting more measures in place there is a need to revisit the rules and 
regulations that are already in place, to see if they have helped the fishery or if they are healthy 
to be able to open the fishery or in need to close it. There is also a need to see how they are 
doing with the new reporting system. (Written statement attached.) 

 
4. Senator Patrick Simeon Sprawe – Read a written statement which he provided to the Council 

and is part of the minutes (attached). 



2 
 

July 25, 2012 
The Buccaneer Hotel 
St. Croix, USVI 
 
The public hearing was opened at 7:00 p.m.  Miguel A. Rolón and Diana Martino, Council staff 
members, and Carlos Farchette, CFMC Chairperson and Bill Arnold, from NMFS were in attendance.  
Mr. Arnold gave a presentation on the two proposed actions for establishing parrotfish size limits. 
 
The following comments were received: 
 

1. Virdin Brown – General Public St. Croix - In favor of establishing a minimum size limit for 
catch.  Not cumbersome with a particular size limit because he believes that should be left to 
the experts, the fishermen. He commented that a size limit is important to allow for maturity 
and a chance for the population to at least have one chance to spawn.  He also said that he 
believes that the most important thing is that the size limit should be standardized across the 
board in both jurisdictions, PR and USVI, for recreational and commercial fishers. This would 
make it easier for enforcement. 
 

2. Jesus Nieves Soto – Commercial Fisherman, St. Croix, USVI -   Regarding the size limit he 
commented that there are some of these species that only grow up to 8 inches.  These are the 
“Danielitos” or red bans, and a few others that grow in keys. He agrees with a size limit of 8 
inches for the red ban, and 9 inches for the others. 

 
3. Gerson Martinez – Commercial Fisherman, St. Croix, USVI – he would prefer a no action 

alternative, but if there is no other choice he would be then in favor of the 9 inches fork length 
alternative.  The reason he asked for no action is that in the EEZ they already have mesh size 
regulations, which is 2 inches, and a lot of these fishes come out of the traps by this method.  
And with the gillnet ban they are doing very well in not overfishing. The only method right 
now for catching this species is by spear hand fishing, and the fishermen chose the size that 
they need, and they don’t target anything less than 9 inches. He requested that the in the future 
the Council conduct studies in parrotfish a little more profound to get accurate numbers, 
because in the life history summary the numbers presented are not real, they are doubling the 
size that we see here, he commented.  The striped, princess, and queen parrotfish and the red 
ban are more bycatch that the fishers may get a little profit from, but is not the regular fish they 
catch because is not a demanded fish. So regulating these ones is not really necessary because 
they don’t harvest those species. Only the last three in the list: the stop light, the red tails and 
the red fins, are the most harvested in the islands.  He added that they don’t need any more 
restrictions affecting the fishermen’s livelihood, because they already have enough. 
 

4. Tom Daley – Commercial Fisherman, St. Croix, USVI – He commented that he has not seen 
a parrotfish less than 9 inches, and does not catch a parrotfish less than 9 inches because of the 
2 inch mesh size regulation.  In favor of the 9 inches fork length alternative, because that is the 
size mostly caught for putting it in a plate to feed the family, and probably 10 inches caught for 
restaurants. 

 
5. Roy Pemberton – Chief, USVI Division of Fish and Wildlife, DPNR – Mr. Pemberton said 

that particularly what the Division is trying to do, is that they have a current study, they are 
looking at the last three species on the list for age, specific constraints, maturity, etc.,  and the 
development of the gonads over time. He said that one of the issues that he keeps seeing in a lot 
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of these studies is they lack of independence, and said that if we base a lot of our studies mostly 
on what the fishers are seeing you could run the risk of a depensation occurring in the fishery.  
Right now they are starting to see a level off in terms of the landings, of parrotfish landings, 
because of the net fishery ban and a lot of that is starting to come up in their data in terms of 
them not being close to that ACL.  So he does not believe they need to go into such stringent 
measures of size specific constraints. If we do go to a size specific constraint we may 
ultimately be affecting the fishery a lot more than the current status, because we don’t know at 
what size or at what age these fishes are actually transferring from one sex to the other. He said 
that those are some of the things that we really need to get at an independent study to kind of 
support what the fishers are seeing out there to make sure the fishery is sustainable and has 
longevity in the future. 
 

6. William Coles – USVI Division of Fish and Wildlife, DPNR – Mr. Coles said that making 
inappropriate scientific based decisions without having accurate data is something we want to 
make sure that we avoid at all cost.  Also, if we put in an arbitrary size length, we could skew 
the ecology of the parrotfish. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm 

 
 

 


